CHAPTER ELEVEN
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Present Day Problems: Prospect

T SEEMS FITTING to close this work with a consideration
of recent problems which are of a continuing nature

and likely to affect Panama's role in any project of inter-
national cooperation. The issues which today have the
greatest bearing on Panama's part in the United Nations,
in the Inter-American System, and upon her bilateral
relations with other powers, notably the United States,
are (1) the domestic political situation, (2) communism
and the far-flung "Cold War" between East and West, and
(3) the precarious nature of the national economy.
Panama's part in any project of international coopera-
tion, or any other phase of foreign relations, is likely to be
in the future, as it has always been in the past, conditioned
fundamentally by domestic politics. The Panamanian peo-
ple have characteristically been intensely conscious of
their public affairs, and there is a greater degree of mass
participation in such matters than is generally the case in
Latin America. Partisan feelings have run especially high
since the end of World War II, and several issues growing
out of, or closely connected with, Panama's part in that
conflict still stir up political furor and keep this always
turbulent nation in a state of public confusion* Since 1940
no less than nine changes have occurred in the office of
president of the Republic, and the second half of the cen-
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